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Structure of the group

 The core of the group at PW will consist of Paula Quinon,

Hajo Greif and Paweł Stacewicz (founding members). 

 The group will include people from other academic centers 

(associate members). (associate members). 

 At the moment, the following persons have declared their

membership in the group: 

- Giuseppe Primiero (Milano), 

- Paweł Polak (Cracow), 

- Sławomir Leciejewski (Poznań), 

- Marcin Rządeczka (Lublin).



 Hajo:

The group takes inspiration from the question that Warren 

McCulloch’s used to describe his research programme in 

cognitive neuroscience avant la lettre: 

“What Is a Number, that a Man May Know It, and a Man, 

Leading idea of research (motto)

“What Is a Number, that a Man May Know It, and a Man, 

that He May Know a Number?” (1960)

 Related „computing” issue: 

How numbers (different types of them) are related to the

issue of computing (different models and implementations)



Philosophical subdisciplines

The group will work at the intersection between 

 the philosophy of computer science, 

 the philosophy of mathematics, 

 the philosophy of cognition and 

 the philosophy of artificial intelligence, 

integrating perspectives from all of these philosophical 

subdisciplines.



Research topics

Concrete topics investigated by the group’s members include:

 number concepts and number cognition

 the relation between human and machine computation

 models of computation and computational models models of computation and computational models

 the limits of computability

 computing in the context of AI systems



Concrete plans

 We will be involved in the organization of the Philosophy in 

Informatics (FiI) conference series, with the aim of making it 

more international in scope

 We are planning to submit PW branded symposia (or 

sessions) for relevant conference series, which may include:

-- IACAP (2020?)-- IACAP (2020?)

-- Philosophy in Informatics (2020)

-- Models and Simulations (2020?)

-- HaPoC (2021)

 We are planning to continue the workshop series on 

computational models started at PW



Concrete plans

 We are planning to work on joint scientific articles and 

conference talks

 We will work on an anthology related to the research group’s 

topic, and seek to place it with an international publisher of 

excellent standing

 We are planning to invite distinguished guest professors 

(from Raymond Turner and Giuseppe Primiero onwards)

 We will continue the thematic seminar on the philosophy of 

science at PW (focusing on the issue of computing)

 We will initiate and moderate internet academic discussions 

on the Cafe Aleph blog (curated by Paweł Stacewicz and 

Witold Marciszewski)



Key aim

 A key aim of the group will be to act as a focal point for the 

community of Polish philosophers of informatics and 

computing, and to initiate and sustain cooperation with 

international research centers in the field


